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What is your blood type? Kari Kostiainen

Many moons ago when I was a young teacher working in China, I was asked a question
about my salary. I do not remember my reply but I do remember being surprised by such a
question. Why would someone dare to ask me a private thing like that, I wondered? I
look back on that question and smile now. I learned something about Chinese culture that

day. My lesson came suddenly and unexpectedly. Nevertheless, it was a lesson.

Education is sometimes formal. We might listen to a lecture, participate hands-on in a
workshop or practice playing Mozart on a piano. Sometimes, however, “education”

happens when we least expect it, especially in a cross-cultural situation.

Here in Japan, someone once asked me about my blood type. This again was a question you
would never normally ask a teacher, colleague or friend in Australia, my adopted country.

The question surprised me, and made me consider the reason for it. I was not ready for this

question and had to consider a suitable answer. So, what is my blood type? I am not
going to tell you. It’s private!
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